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JVCedical  Officers  Report 


Shelf,  January,  1901. 

TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  ray  Annual 
Report,  for  the  year  1900. 

It  is  the  twenty-seventh  Annual  Report  made  for  the 
District,  and  the  fifth  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  compiling, 
and  embraces  the  usual  Tables  of  Statistics,  relating  to 
Births,  Deaths,  Infectious  Diseases,  &c.,  with  remarks  on 
Sanitary  and  other  matters. 

You  will  see  that  the  Statistical  Tables  have  undergone 
considerable  alterations  from  the  ones  issued  in  past  years 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  new  ones  are  much  more  comprehensive  in  scope, 
and  from  a  statistical  point  of  view  of  far  greater  value. 

Area  and  Population. — (a.) — The  area  of  the  District 
is  1,350  acres,  (b.) — The  population  has  again  been  estimated 
at  2,700,  an  increase  of  88  since  the  census  of  1891.  I 
think  that  one  can  reasonably  expect  that  in  the  near 
future,  the  population  and  prosperity  of  the  District  will 
increase  with  the  improved  facilities  of  communication  with 
Halifax,  who  are  now  constructing  an  Electric  Tramway 
between  the  two  places ;  later,  when  the  existing  Steam 
Tramways  between  Shelf  and  Bradford  is  replaced  by  a 
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cheaper  and  quicker  service  of  electric  cars,  there  will  he 
greater  inducements  for  people  to  reside  in  the  District. 

Births. — The  registered  births  during  the  year  were  58, 
27  males  and  31  females,  giving  an  annual  birth  rate  of 
21-4  per  thousand.  Last  year  the  birth  rate  was  24-4  per 
thousand. 

The  annual  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  28'9, 
and  this  is  the  lowest  annual  birth  rate  ever  recorded.  It 
will  be  seen  how  very  low  the  birth  rate  has  been  during 
the  last  ten  years  : 


Table  A.- BIRTHS. 


Y  ear. 

Population, 
estimated  to 
middle  of  year. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000 
Registered 
Births. 

1890 

2730 

59 

21-6 

1891 

2612 

79 

30-2 

1892 

2598 

60 

23-09 

1893 

2600 

72 

27-7 

1894 

2650 

72 

27-16 

1895 

2650 

49 

18-4 

1896 

2700 

63 

23-3 

1897 

2700 

62 

22-9 

1898 

2700 

57 

21-4 

1899 

2700 

66 

24-4 

1900 

2700 

58 

21-4 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was 
39,  viz.  : — 21  males  and  18  females,  giving  a  death-rate  of 
14-4  per  thousand.  This  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
17-03  per  thousand  of  last  year. 

The  death  rate  last  year  for  England  and  Wales  was 
18'3  per  thousand,  and  excluding  the  100  largest  towns  was 
17-5,  which  approximates  very  closely  to  the  average  death 
rate  of  Shelf  during  the  last  ten  years. 
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Table  B.-DEATHS. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  year. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000. 

1890 

2730 

59 

21-6 

1891 

2612 

79 

30-2 

1892 

2598 

60 

23-09 

1893 

2600 

72 

27-7 

1894 

2650 

72 

27-16 

1895 

2650 

49 

18-4 

1896 

2700 

63 

23-3 

1897 

2700 

62 

22-9 

1898 

2700 

57 

21-4 

1899 

2700 

66 

24-4 

1900 

2700 

58 

21-4 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age  were  six,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
103  per  thousand  of  registered  births.  This  is  a  great  im¬ 
provement  upon  last  year,  when  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was  151-5  per  thousand  ;  and  the  same  rate  for  the  ten 
preceding  years  was,  roughly  speaking,  about  144  per  thou¬ 
sand.  In  England  and  Wales  last  year  the  rate  was  154 
per  thousand,  and,  excluding  the  100  largest  towns,  was 
138  per  thousand  registered  births.  I  have  not  had  any 
means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  deaths  among  bottle-fed 
children,  but  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  predominate. 

Pulmonary  Diseases. — There  were  seven  deaths  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  year,  giving  a  pulmonary  death  rate  of  17-9 
for  the  year. 

Phthisis.  —  There  were  three  deaths  under  this  heading, 
giving  a  phthisical  death  rate  of  7-7. 

Last  year  J  advocated  the  inclusion  of  phthisis  among 
the  list  of  notifiable  diseases.  This  has  been  done,  but  as 
yet  with  very  little  result.  There  is  no  doubt  that  with  a 
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little  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  people,  much  might  be 
done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease. 

Heart  Disease. — We  had  five  deaths  during  the  year. 

Kidney  Disease. — There  were  three  cases  of  death  from 
chronic  nephritis  during  the  year. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — There  was  only  one  death  under 
this  heading,  giving  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  2-5.  This  is 
rather  more  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  which 
was  2 -00. 

Scarlet  Fever.  —Two  cases  notified.  No  death. 

Enteric  Fever. — Three  cases  notified.  One  death. 

Measles. — Five  cases  notified.  No  death. 

Diphtheria. — Not  a  single  case. 

Influenza. — Influenza  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  be¬ 
came  epidemic,  and  remained  so  to  about  the  middle  of 
March.  There  was  one  death. 

Inspections. — These  have  been  well  attended  to  by 
your  Inspector,  and  I  have  either  alone  or  along  with  him 
visited  such  houses  as  required  special  attention. 

Nuisances. — Nuisances  have  received  every  attention 
from  your  Inspector. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Removal. — This  is  better  at¬ 
tended  to  than  it  used  to  be,  but  still  leaves  much  to 
be  desired. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  divided  the  District 
into  three  divisions,  and  the  scavenging  of  these  was  let 
by  contract.  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  there  might 
be  a  greater  uniformity  about  the  size  of  the  closets  and 
middens,  and  that  these  should  be  emptied  at  least  every 
three  months. 


Drainage. — The  sewage  of  the  District  is  conducted 
into  fields  and  streams  ;  in  some  cases  cesspools  are  adopted. 
We  are  still  very  little  further  advanced  with  any  scheme 
for  radically  dealing  with  this  matter. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  conceded  that  Shelf  will  have 
to  treat  her  own  sewage.  The  suggestion  of  taking  it 
to  Brighouse  on  examination  does  not  prove  a  feasible  one, 
and  would,  I  think,  be  as  costly  as  it  would  prove  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

I  still  think  that  the  Biological  treatment  would  in 
every  way  meet  the  case. 

Water. — The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  supplied 
with  good  water,  from  the  Bradford  Corporation  Supply, 
by  a  private  Company. 

I  was  hopeful  that  the  Council  would  be  able  to  buy 
this  Company  up,  and  so  have  the  control  of  the  water- 
supply  in  their  own  hands.  When  everything  had  been 
arranged  between  the  Company  and  the  District  Council, 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  not  sanction  borrowing 
powers,  as  Bradford  would  give  no  guarantee  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  supply. 

I  had  one  case  of  plumbism.  I  found  there  was  a 
long  length  of  service  pipe  with  a  considerable  dip  in  it. 

Hospital. — As  it  is  exceedingly  unlikely  Shelf  will  ever 
be  in  a  position  to  have  a  hospital  of  her  own,  I  would 
like  if  possible,  that  in  the  event  of  an  epidemic,  arrange¬ 
ments  might  be  made  with  neighbouring  authorities,  more 
fortunately  situated,  to  take  any  cases  we  might  send. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. — The  compulsory 
notification  of  infectious  diseases  was  adopted  and  came 
into  force  in  May,  1896.  In  July,  1898,  Measles  was  added 
to  the  list ;  and  this  year,  Phthisis. 


Bye  =  Laws. — These  are  distinctly  needed.  I  would  be 
very  glad  if  they  could  be  brought  up  to  date  and  put 
in  force. 

Vaccinations. — Slight  improvement  but  only  very  slight. 
I  do  not  expect  vaccination  to  be  upon  a  proper  footing 
as  long  as  the  Act  is  practically  ignored. 

When  the  Halifax  authorities  wake  up  to  the  fact  that 
Small-pox  is  already  in  Bradford,  that  there  are  hundreds 
of  un vaccinated  children  in  the  District,  elements  ready  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  grave  epidemic,  then,  perhaps,  when 
too  late,  they  will  see  it  is  their  policy,  as  well  as  their 
duty,  to  inforce  the  proper  working  of  the  Act. 

D.C.M.  Order. — Your  Inspector  and  myself  have  payed 
considerable  attention  to  the  cowsheds  in  this  District. 
In  many  cases  we  found  them  to  be  insufficiently  venti¬ 
lated  and  badly  drained.  It  was  quite  exceptional  to  have 
anything  like  the  cubic  feet  of  air  space  that  is  essential 
for  the  good  health  of  the  cows. 

The  whole  matter  is  now  being  specially  dealt  with. 

Bake=houses  (i).  —  Satisfactory. 

Slaughter = houses  (2). — Satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades  (3). — Tannery — good. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  ROSETHERNE  THOMPSON, 

L.R.C.P.E.,  E.R.C.S.E.,  &C., 


Shelf. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. — For*  Whole  District 
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TABLE  II. — Fop  Whole  District. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths 
under  1 
Year. 

1890 

2730 

59 

45 

12 

1891 

2612 

79 

55 

9 

1892 

2598 

60 

45 

6 

1893 

2600 

72 

63 

15 

1894 

2650 

72 

39 

9 

1895 

2650 

49 

52 

7 

1896 

2700 

63 

38 

6 

1897 

2700 

62 

40 

9 

1898 

2700 

57 

40 

9 

1899 

2700 

66 

46 

10 

Averages 

for  Years 
1900-1899. 

2664 

63-9 

46-3 

9-2 

1900 

2700 

58 

39 

6 

TABLE  III.— Fop  Whole  District. 

- o - 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1900. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages. — Years. 

Under 

1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  ‘25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Measles 

5 

1 

3 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 

10 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

... 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1900 
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SHELF  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  W.  ROSETHERNE  THOMPSON, 

L.R.C.P.E.,  L.R.C.S.E.,  &c. 

Sanitary  Inspector  WALTER  CROWTHER. 


V\  ATER  SUPPLY — Quality — Good.  Action  on  Lead — Very  Slight. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1900? — None. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part?—  Yes  ;  Riding  Hill ,  Lower  Shelf. 

Number  or  proportion  of  dwellings! with  public  supply— 579. 

0  J  (b)  supplied  from  wells — 70. 

SEWERAGE — Is  the  district  systematically  sewered? — No. 

Is  rainfall  excluded  ? — ATo. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1900 — Oo  yds.  9  in.  and  260  yds. 
6  in.,  79  yds.  4  in.  Pot  Pipes,  16  Gulleys  and  9  Sink-Waste  Pijies 
disconnected. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part ?  —Yes. 

Any  Special  Means  of  Ventilation  I— No. 

Any  Rubble  drains,  and  where  ?—  Various. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL — System  adopted — None.  Any  complaints? — Not  many. 

SCAT  ENGING- — Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed] 

by  Sanitary  stall,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  -  Contractors. 
Tenants  ?  j 

Number  of  each  type  of  receptacle  : — Open  privy-middens — 59. 

Covered  privy-middens — 709.  Pail  or  tub  closets — 2.  Other— 796. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS — Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — Part  ; 
adopted  Feb.  1st,  7699. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890— Not  adopted. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892— Not  adopted. 

BY-LAWS— Any  adoption  or  sanction  during  1900?— (a)  Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875 — No.  ( b )  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend¬ 

ment  Act,  1890 — No. 

Arc  they  properly  enforced  1—No.  Any  By-laws  needed  ?—  Yes. 
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Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  Etc. 

Number 

Registered. 

Number 

I  NSPECTED. 

General 

Condition. 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any.) 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

Canal  Boats . 

Slaughter  Houses . 

Bakehouses  . 

Offensive  Trades . 

(Please  specify  nature.) 

None. 

None. 

9 

1 

1 

Good. 

Good. 

Fairly 

Satisfactory 

D.C.M.  ORDER — Number  of  Cowkeepers  registered — -jj. 

Number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  registered — /.  Cowsheds  inspected — yj. 
Any  special  action — Now  in  hand. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— Progress  during  1900— AW 

Has  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  emergency  during  an  outbreak') 
of  disease  provided  Nurses  for  home  isolation  ?  /  *  °' 

Compensation  paid  for  infected  articles  destroyed  during  1900 — None. 

What  method  of  house  disinfection  is  employed  ?  — Sulphor. 

DWELLINGS — Number  of  Houses  built  during  1900 — None. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — Yes. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses? — Yes. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes')  v 
Act,  1890?—  \  JSo- 

Any  “  unhealthy  areas  ?’’ — No. 

Back  yards — are  they  paved  or  rendered  impervious  in  any  part  ? 
• — None.  Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made? — A’o. 

NUISANCES — Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1899—./.  At  close  of 
1900 — 6.  Reported  during  1900 — //.  Abated  during  1900— jo. 

No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1900- -9. 

,,  ,,  trapped  „  — 10. 

No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1900—./.  Kind — Privy  and 
Ash-jrit. 

GEOLOGY — Nature  of  Soil — Loam ,  generally.  Subsoil — Clay. 

MISCELLANEOUS — Any  disease  pecularily  endemic  in  the  district? — A’o. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  kinds 
during  1900?— 7. 
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Any  cancer-houses  or  localities  noted  ?— No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  Tabes  Mesenterica  ? 
— No  death. 

Does  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  Anti-toxin  (gratis)  for  diphtheria 
cases  ? — No  ;  wish  they  did. 

Vaccination — Any  improvement  in  efficiency  under  the  Act  t—No  ; 
Act  not  properly  enforced. 

Is  a  public  Mortuary  provided  ?— ATo. 

Any  necessity  for  a  public  Abattoir  ? — No. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters? 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — i.  Prosecutions— None. 

Are  Food  preservatives  much  in  use  in  summer  time,  especially 
in  milk  ? — No. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  attributable  to  arsenical  beer  ?—  Two 
cases  ;  Peripheral  Neuritis— both  alcoholic  patients. 

Smoke  Abatement — No.  of  observations  taken — None. 

Number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  Inspected— j. 

Schools — No.  in  District — 2. 

No.  closed  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  disease— None. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District— Any  need  for  extension—  No. 


B I R T  H  S — Males  27  ;  Females  ji.  —  Total  56’. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above— Not  n  case. 

Any  information  as  to  Number  of  Still-Births— Wo. 

DEATHS — Males  21 ;  Females  rS. — Total  jcj. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above— 2,  and  2  inquests. 

Any  information  as  to  the  proportion  of  bottle-fed  children  included 
in  the  deaths  under  one  year — No. 


Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Sewage  Scheme.  By-Laws. 

Water  Supply  for  Riding  Hill,  Lower  Shelf. 


